128                           RUSSIAN    HAZARD
clubs had sprung up, as much to satisfy the hunger of those who
could afford to pay the excessive prices as to serve them with pro-
hibited liquor. In the middle of our meal the door was thrown
open and three armed men strode in, calling to us to put up our
hands. Our table was close to the door and we were actually behind
the men, who were brandishing revolvers at the crowd of diners.
Terrified women snatched off bracelets and ear-rings and sought
to hide them beneath the tables and in the inner parts of their
clothes.
This particular raid ended almost before it had begun, however,
for Vlassieff picked up our bottle of port off the table and crashed
it down on the nearest robber's head. Almost in the same instant
our officer friend had drawn his revolver and shot another of them
through the body. The third man beat a hasty retreat. This was the
Petrograd of August and September 1917, the Petrograd in which
the Military League was born and almost immediately died.
In spite of the odds against us, it must not be supposed that
we were willing to see the hopelessness of our endeavour as clearly
as it can be seen now. When men like Rak and Gorlenko had
schemed for revolution, it was of being free like English gentlemen
they had dreamed. They had imagined an ordered political system
under which the people of Russia would naturally elect to be guided
and governed by men like themselves, Russia's governing class,
which Tsardom had kept out of its inheritance. This had been
their dream. Whether they had been Liberals, Social Revolutionaries,
Social Democrats was a matter of temperament and education,
of their social and economic opportunities and obstacles. Details
of the system might differ, but the personal aim had been the
same.
It was of this dream they were" being robbed by the madness of
the Bolshevik leaders in seeking to ride themselves to power on the
uncontrolled passions of the mob. It was impossible for them to
agree that the world of their dreams could be pushed out of their
grasp by the pressure of a crowd of misled workmen and peasants
foolishly struggling to fish out of the whirlpool a selfish dream of
their own* There were supplementary considerations, of course.
So far as land and wages and suchlike things were concerned, it
had been their intention to give in more or less measure in accordance
with their political theories listed above. But it was evidently now
the intention of the peasants and workers to take rather than to
receive, and this was opening the door to a chaos which they could
not be expected to endure. It was imperative for them that Russia
should be saved to become a country of responsible, respectable
government like England, like America, like France. It was impera-